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To His JSxcettency Einslet S. Butghaic, Oavemor and Commander- 
in-Chief: 

Sib: — Agreeable to the Act of May 18th, 1846, entitled ''An Act 
to provide for the organization of a more active militia, and for other 
purpoeea," I have the honor to submit my Report embracing the yean 
1855 and 1856. In entering upon the duties of the office of Adjutant 
General, in March, 1855, 1 found it in just such a condition as might be 
expected from tlie trifling legislation it receives, and the absence of sym- 
pathy on the part of the people with which it has ever had to contend. 

From my predecessor, who has faithfully di6chai|;ed the duties of the 
office for nearly a quarter of a century, I have been apprised of the fact, 
that instead of encouragement, which he wished to receive and had a 
right to expect, he has had indiflerence in high places on the one hand, 
and obstacles in various forms on the other, to encounter. My first 
year's experience at the head of the Department^ extorts from me a similar 
opinion, but I am happy to have it in my power to state that the last 
twelve months presents an aspect of a more cheering nature. Why the 
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whole sjBtem has not been the recipieDt of more wholesome and effi- 
cient legislation is, indeed, a matter of surprise. 

Has it not always, in the hoar of necessity, answered faUy the object 
for which it was designed! 

Has not this branch of the pnUic serriee always proved reliable and 
effective, whenever oor conntiy has had an enemy ? 

Was not the war which consummated onr Independence nobly and 
snccessfoUy fought by the National Militia? Did not the same force 
prove equally reliable during the stuggle of 1812 against the same proud 
foe — and tkaty the chivalry of Europe f And more recently still, did 
not the same character of troops reflect credit upon their oton country 
and win applause from others, during our contest with Mexico ? 

Was not our struggle with that country, from the first blow upon the 
Rio Grande to the last one at the Capitol, a continuous scene of splendid 
triumphs, and attributable as much to the Militia as to the Regular 
force! All this has become matter of history, and we can refer to it 
upon suitable occasions mih emotions of pride. These remarks are 
elkited by rei^n of the ridicule which is so often heaped upon the sys- 
tem, and the haste with which it is thrust aside for the time being or 
^unvM^ entirely, when presented for legislation. If by any energy of 
it can be elevated from its present low estate, and a proper appro- 
be eanied for it| by reason of wholesome legislative action, I shall 
Ml ngrel ^ ^ I permitted myself (without solicitation, and indeed, with 
to be pbeed in charge of the Department 

UiMefera^ such views as these, it is not traveling out of 
te Iw Muirt a sptoe of a Report to seek to impress upon your Excel- 
«id Ihioagh yoa upon the Legislature, the necessity of co-opera- 
bT irf W^M»g aaore importance to this branch of the public service. 

Tb ttk ettd» aH pMt enactments are virtually a dead letter, and weaken 

l^y thw famUi it with strength and availability. 

1W ft—OTTi cf oor State Constitution dismissed the whole subject 
«i«tiDn with an article headed *^MUitia^ and embraced 
n k» ^M to liM^ while to matters of half the importance days of 
ddbite Md pi^iesof aedions were faithfully devoted. 

ne eoQciiMm eaaBOt be resisted that the system should be either 
xeeognind m a feature mceaBaiy to Government, and so treated, or dae^ 
be eniiiely Motted out 



Mall. 3 

Impressed with such opinions as these, I would earnestly recommend 
that a Board of competent officers be selected, with reference to an im- 
mediate re-oiganization of Ihe entire system — ^and that they pursue such 
a course as will give to it credit, character and avaikbility. 

It is not the wish of this Department to revive the farce of a promis- 
cuous assembling of the masses for drill and inspection, once or twice a 
year, and thus render it odious as of old, but to adopt some plan by 
which the State should again be laid off into Diviaions, Brigades and 
Regiments^ and within the bounds of each Division a limited number of 
officers be properly and effectually drilled, in strict accordance with the 
tactics of the Regular Army. The expense to the State (that great 
source of opposition) need be but trifling. Two or three drill-sei^geanta 
under a moderate salary, would be sufficient to diffuse an amount of 
military knowledge throughout our State, that in the hour of exigency 
would be invaluable. 

Such officers properly instructed, and widely scattered as they nece^ 
sarily would be, would in time of need, form mtdei, around which the 
dtizen soldiery might rally, and be made formidable with tittle loss of 
time and slight expense. 

An arrangement of such a character, t(^ther with the volunteer coipe 
now permanently organized, and such others as will from time to time 
be formed, would give to Michigan the honor of having within its bor- 
ders all the elements of a standing army, without the contingency of ap 
enormous expense. 

We have even now, in the hands of Independent Companies — in our 
Armory or to our credit upon the books of the Federal Government — 
arms, and the necessary equipments for five full Regiments — and this 
amount of military property is continually accumulating. Already the 
arms of the State have reached $100,000 in value. 

The condition of quite an amount of this property, I regret to say, is 
such as to require an immediate appropriation, with a view to its proper 
care and future preservation. Some of it, years ago, was issued to Com* 
panics, since disbanded, and now remains uncared for in the hands of 
irresponsible persons, or exposed to the weather, with no one willing to 
interest themselves in its protection or safe keeping. 

No species of property, your Excellency must be aware, suffers so 
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mach as arms and accoutrements neglected. When not in service they 
require oil, frequently, and protection at all times. 

Two instances within the last few days have been brought to my notice 
in which cannon, valued at $2,000 each, have been left unprotected in 
the public parks for months, suffering seriously from the action of ih» 
weather; and still another instance, even at the Capitol of the State, 
after having been used for celebrating a political triumph, has been 
thrown into the river. 

As far aa I could, I have endeavored to wrest them from total loss. 

I lepaaty therefora^ the necessity of an appropriation with a view to 
a eolkdioD of this neglected property, and its immediate protection. 

Smali anna ako^ in some localities^ are suffering from like want of 
CHn^ and have equal claim upon your attention. 

Gbnrare for this state of things cannot^ with propriety, rest upon the 
Adjutant General, nor upon his colleague the Quarter Master General, 
OMnnadi as these^arms were issued in good faith, and strictly in com- 
pliance with the Statute. It only furnishes proof that legislation has 
not been sufficiently stringent and complete. 

For instance — agreeable to law, any 40 men, between the ages of 18 
and 45, noay orgam'ze themselves into a Volunteer Company — ^procuro 
uniforms similar to those used in the Regular Army— choose their offt- 
oera^ and upon announcing their progress thus far to this Department, 
Commissions necessarily must be forwarded, and then follows a demand 
upon the Adjutant General for a requisition upon the Quarter Master 
General for the quota of arms to which they are entitled. To refuse, 
would not only be to manifest partiality, but a palpable violation of law. 

For the protection of these arms, and for their safe return, whenever 
the organization ceases to exist, all that is asked or expected is the Bond 
of the Commissioned Officers of the Company, though property valued 
in many cases at $2500, passes from the hands of the State. This 
Bond in the eye of the law, is deemed an ample voucher, notwith- 
standing ][cases sometimes occur in which the issuing officer may enter- 
tain serious doubts in reference to its furnishing proper security. 

The sequel to such a loose manner of transacting business too often 
i% that in a few years their military ardor burns low, or entirely evapo- 
rates, the officers go to heaven or Kansas^ and no responubility reat- 
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ing on any one, the arms corrode and become useless, and the State is 
without a shadow of redress. 

To remedy this glaring evil, legislation is sought in some form or 
other, either by exacting more available security, or giving discretion to 
the officer having charge of the property. 

By the terms of the present Bond, the arms are to be returned in good 
condition, and without any expense of transportation to the State, upon 
the disbandment of the Company, but up to this time I have yet to learn 
of the first strict compliance with the tenor of the obli^tion. Although 
the attention of the Legislature has more than once been called in this 
direction, yet it has failed to receive action. The pittance granted to 
the Quarter-Master Qeneral for his services, will not permit of his de- 
fraying from his salary the necessary expenses to be incurred in reme- 
dying the evil complained of. We throw the responsibility where it 
belongs, on the law-making power. 

You will permit me to ask some legislation upon the subject of a 
State Armory. Not a State in the Union has less facilities for the safe 
keeping of its military property than Michigan — ^not a State needs 
them more. Our peculiar situation entreats attention to this matter^^ 
A moment's glance at the Map will show more than half our border 
exposed to the aggressions of a nation, which in every respect is our rivals 
and which, upon the slightest pretense, and with little or no waming,< 
may become our implacable enemy. 

Steps, it would seem, should be taken without delay, to procure at or' 
near the city of Detroit, such an Armory as will answer the necessary 
purpose. And not only to protect the arms of the State should a build- 
ing be obtained, but to furnish suitable rooms for the drill of the various 
volunteer Companies now in existence in that city. I do not hesitate 
to designate Detroit, because, whenever the hour of danger comes, every 
eye will be directed to that city, as the point most imperiled — ^the one 
most certain^to receive the first attack, and consequently the one to be 
nlways kept in the most thorough state of preparation for such an emer- 
gency. 

None are so well convinced of such a prospective issue as the citizens 
of our Emporium, and they unite with me in inviting legislation accord- 
ingly. Already have they organized within their limits 6 corps, which 
for soldierlike appearance and proficiency in drill, will vie with the same 



6 Doo. 

nninber in alnKMtaojcitjr; and I maybflreaajy wiUioiiitiijdi9|Mnige. 
ment to the other orgauuxOioiii^ that the Compenj leoendj mustered 
into Uie SUte aenrioe and known as the *^D€trwl Liffki Guard,'' will 
saffer nothing bj the aide of an j other Compan j in the Union — either 
in its drill — ^ita unif inn — its inielligenoe — its patriotiBni, or in any of 
ihoie elements which contribute to a perfect E<Mier. 

Without designing to dampen the praiaeworthj ardor of corps already 
formed in the interior of the State, I cannot but proclaim, that while 
acting in my present position, I shall extend to the Volanteers of Detroit, 
JMT much of encouragement and patronage as this office affords. It will 
be accorded impartially, and with an eye to the public good, and in con- 
formity with the wishes of the mass. 

Aside from the prospective exigency of a clash of arms with a foreign 
foe, there are other considerations which present themselves with weight 

Cities, more than rural districts, are exposed to violence from mobs, 
and, therefore, the necessity for a well disciplioed force to quell them, is 
too apparent even for a moment's argument 

Within the last year, in consequence of the absence of such a force, 
ready at a moment's warning, the laws of Louisville, Kentucky, and of 
Janesville, Wisconsin, were trampled in the dust, and shameful and dis- 
astrous results ensued. It is needless to multiply proof ; your good judg- 
ment will supply data for well digested action. 

Appended to this Report, is one from the Quarter Master General, 
((General John E. Scbwarz,) which will impart such information as may 
be called for in that direction. It is with pleasure that I bear testimony 
to the ability and industry with which be discharges the immediate du- 
ties incumbent upon him ; and I can do no less than sav, I have always 
found him a reliable co-operator in whatever pertains to the military in- 
terests of the State. 

I should prove recreant to the trust reposed in me, and unfaithful to a 
proper discbarge of duty, should I close this Report without bringing 
to the notice of your Excellency and to the Legislature, one other sub- 
ject, which for some reason or other has been entirely overlooked for 
more than nine years. The slightest allusion to it would seem to be 
sufficient to insure appropiiate action. 

What the nature of that action should be, I would not even suggest, 
much less r""""^'^*'^ dictate. Let your own sense of justice and that 
^^gree ^ich every one possesses, be your monitor. 
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la the year 1847 the President of the United States made a requisi- 
tion upon Michigan for a regiment of volunteers. With what alacrity that 
requisition was responded to, the people of Michigan know full well 
In less than thirty days from the dale of the call, 900 men were duly 
mustered into the service, and in less than twenty more, a detachment 
of 400 were landed upon the mole at Vera Craz. 

This was not accomplished without incalculable sacrifice. The call of 
the President was nobly answered, and the patriotism of Michigan fully 
established. True, save a few skirmishes with the desperate gueriillas 
who infest the mountain fastnesses and the almost impenetrable chap- 
parals of Mexico^ no encounter with the enemy took place. But, are 
they to be censured for this? They were ready for the battle, and had 
the opportunity presented itself glory would beyond a doubt have set- 
tled upon the arms of the State they represented. Still they were not 
idlCb While the time of a portion of them was occupied continually in 
escorting trains from the sea coast to the interior, over burning sands 
and through a climate the most insalubrious of any within the bounds 
of that unfortunate republic, another portion held an important city un- 
der martial law, at the price of eighty sentinels on duty night and day 
for months. These soldiers were not the ofiscouring of society, and 
therefore, unworthy of a kind thought, or of a word of encouragement 
or sympathy. 

Many were men of families — sons of affluence — some professional 
men and eminently so — not a few intelligent and having claims to re- 
spectability of a high order, while all were more or less patriotic. 

When reviewed by Qen.« Taylor, upon the battle ground at New Or- 
leans, he did not hesitate to pronounce them one of the best Regiments 
in the service; and a few days after, as they passed through the gafcos 
into the city of Vera Cruz, Gov. Twiggs reiterated the same opinion. 
They performed all that was exacted of them. , What more could be 
expected ? Of that Regiment of 900 able bodied men, (when they 
enrolled themselves into the service), but few comparatively remain. 
Seventy of the number went to sleep at Cordova in a few weeks after 
its investment, to the music of the drum, only to awake at the sound 
of the trumpet. Twenty fouud isolated graves along the public high- 
ways — twenty-five have mingled their dust with the dust of their ene- 
mies, in the Cemetery at Vera Cruz — ^ten sleep in the Gulf of Mexico — 
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eight at New Orleans, and scores npon the banks of the Mississippi and 
the Ohio^ while hundreds lie in the gravo yards of Michigan. Were 
the Roll of that Regiment called to-daj, two hundred could not be 
found to answer to their names. 

How much better to ha^e fallen upon the field of battle. Then 
ihey would have been spared months of suflbring, and their names 
would have been held in signal remembrance. Instead of having gone 
down to their graves unpitied and unraentioned, a monument would have 
graced their resting place. Did thej die for their country any the less f 
Does their claim upon your gratitude lose any of its sacredness by the 
lad manner of iheirr departure t Methinks not ! 

Of the few that survive, many carry with them the seeds of 
disease sown in an enemy's country, rendering them unequal to the 
every-day battle of life. Is it assuming too much to recite the story of 
their sufferings, and to recommend them to your grateful consideration f 

Are they not entitled to some memorial for their sacrifices^ or must a 
retrenching policy come between them and a well eanied claim upon 
your gratitude f There were heroes in that band, who^ had the oppor- 
tunity been afforded them, would have reflected honor upon their adopt- 
ed State, but have been destined to graves that a dog m^ht spurn. 

Are there no precedents for doing justice, though at this late hoar! 
Has not the Empire State nobly rescued the fragments of its Mexican 
Begimentfrom wanton obscurity, and given them an enviable position 
in the eye of their country ? Has not South Carolina and other States 
lavished their gratitude upon the surviving wrecks! Wby then should 
Michigan be behind her sisters in its expressions of thankfulness and in 
its display of well directed action, for services nobly rendered f I leave 
these questions for your Excellency and the Legislature of Michigan to 
answer. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

P. W. CURTENIUS, 

Adjuiani General, M. M. 
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Oineral BosUrfor the year 1856, of the General, Staff and Company 

Officers in Commusion. 

His Excellency Kinsley S. Bingbam — ComInande^iQ- Chief. 

Brigadier General Frederick W. Curtenius, E^alamazoo— Adjutant 
Genera]. 

Brigadier General John E. Schwarz, Schwarzburg — Qaarter Master 
General. 

Colonel Heniy D. Terry, Detroit — Judge Advocate General. 

Colonel Wm. D. Wilkins, Detroit ; Colonel Alexander H. Morrison, 
St Joseph; Colonel Geoige S. Wright, Marshall ; Colonel George L. 
Trask, Ealamanx) — Aides-de-Camp to Commander-in-Chief. 

Major Charles H. Wetmore, Detroit — ^Militaiy Secretary to Governor. 

Capt 0. H. Moore, Schoolcraft — Aid-de-Camp to Adjutant General 
Ourtenius. 

Capt Horace S. Roberts, Detroit — ^Aid-de-Camp to General Schwan^ 

COMMANDANTS OF DIVISIONS AND STAFF. 

First Division — ^Benj. F. H. Witherell, Detroit, Major General, com- 
mflnding 1st and 2d Brigades, in the County of Wayne. 

Anthony D udgeon, Division Inspector. 

John W. Palmer, ^ Paymaster. 

Benjamin F. Hyde, ^ Quarter Master. 

Daniel Goodwin, Jr., ^ Judge Advocate. 

Daniell. Campau, John D. Fairbanks,. ^ Aides-de-Camp. 

Second Division. — Comprising 3d and 4th Brigades, in the County 
of Washtenaw — ^Major General — vacant. 

Vacant, .... Division Inspector. 

" " Paymaster. 

" " Quarter Master. 

*^ " Judge Advocata 

•* « Aides-de-Camp. 

l%ird Division, — Charles S. Hascall, Flinty Major General com* 
manding 5th, 6th, 19th and 20th Brigades, in the Counties of Oakland^ 
Genesee, Shiawassee, Saginaw and Lapeer. 

2 
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Vacant, Division Inspector. 

" • " Paymaster. 

" « Quarter Master. 

" Judge Advocate. 

" Aid-de-Camp. 

Fourth Division — John Stockton, of Mount Clemens, Major (General 
<x>mmanding 7th and 8th Brigades, in the Counties of St. Clur, Maoomb 
-and Mackinaw. 

Porter Eibbee, .Division Inspector. 

Thomas I. Butler, *' Paymaster. 

Vacant, " Quarter Master. 

" " Judge Advocate. 

""vrnfJ:::::::::::::::::'::::} " ^^^^o^i, 

Fifth Division. — Wm. H. Montgomery, of Dundee, Major General 
•commanding 9th and 10th Brigades, in the Counties of Monroe and 
Lenawee. 

Wilson Hoag, Division Inspector. 

Joseph H. Cleveland, ** Paymaster. 

Wadsworth W. Clark. " Quarter Master, 

William L. Greenly, " Judge Advocate. 

Winfield Smith and Sizer L. Stoddard, ^ Aides-de-Camp. 

Sixth Division, — Charles T. Gorham, Marshall, Major General com- 
manding 11th and 12th Brigades in the counties of Calhoun, Branch 
and Hillsdale. 

William C. Fonda, Division Inspector. 

Philander Brooks, " Paymaster. 

Kenyon Johnson, ** Quartermaster. 

George C. Gibbs, *^ Judge Advocate. 

James G. Sanders, Ambrose Cox, "" Aides-de-Camp. 

Ssvenih Division. — Comprising the counties of Berrien, 8t Joseph 
«nd Cass, Major General and staff vacant 

Eighth Division. — ^Isaac Mofiatt, Jr., Kakmaioo^- Major Genera], 
<x>mmanding the 15th, 16thy and 22d Brigades, in the ooaaties of Kab- 
mazoo, Barry, All^;an, Van Boren, Kent, Ottawa and Upper Peninanh. 



i4 



Mo. 11. 11 

Vacanti Diviaon Inspector. 

«* ._ ** Paymaster. 

« « Quarter Master. 

« " Judge Advocate. 

*< ** Aides-de-Camp. 

Ninth Divinoru — ^Michael Shoemaker, Jackson, commanding 17th 
and 20th Brigades, comprising the counties of Jackson, Ingham and 

Eaton. 

Vacant, Division Inspector. / 

** .^ " Paymaster. 

** ** Quarter Master. 

" Judge Advocate. 

" Aides-de-Camp. 

COMMANDANTS OF BRIGADE AND 8TAVF8. 

First Brigade, — General Harry Saunders, of Monguagon, command- 
' ing Ist and 2d Regiments of the Line and 1st Battalion of Frontier 
Guard, in the county of Wayne. 

David Carter, Brigade Inspector. 

William Munger, " Paymaster. 

Arthur Edt^ards, Jr., ^ Quarter Master. 

Jonathan Hudson, "' Judge Advocate. 

James J. David, '* Aid-de-Camp. 

Second Brigade. — Brigadier General Lawson A. Yanaken, of Nan- 
kin, commanding 3d and 4th Regiments, Wayne cpuuty. 

Vacant, Brigade Inspector. 

** " Paymaster. 

Alva Pate, " Quarter Master. 

Vacant, : " Judge Advocate. 

John W. Ingram, " Aid-de-Camp. 

Third Brigade, — Br^adier General George D. Htl), of Ann Arbor, 
•commanding 5th and 6th Regiments, in the county of Washtenaw. 

Robert J. Barry, Brigade Inspector. 

Tracy W. Root, " Paymaster. 

James M. Wilcoxon, '< Quarter Master. 

J. H. Vance, ** Judge Advocate. 

Robert P. Leonard, ^ Aid-de-Camp. 
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Fcmrth Brigade^ — ^Brigadier Genoil, Alexander D. Crane, of Dex- 
ter, oommaoding 7ih and Stk Begiments m the ooanty of Washtenaw. 

G. B. NoUe, Biigade Inspector. 

Vacant, *• Paymaster. 

Sidney & Derby, ^ Quarter Master. 

David Hosier, " Judge Advocate. 

John H. Shepherd, * Aid-de-Camp. 

F^ih Brigade. — ^Brigadier General A. C. Baldwin, of Milford, com- 
manding 0th and 10th R^ments, in Oakland county. 

Samuel E. Beech, Brigade Inspector. 

Major F. Lockwood, '^ Paymaster. 

Vacant, ** Quarter Master. 

William W. Phelps, ** Judge Advocate. 

Henry W. Lord, " Aid-de-Camp. 

Sixth Brigade. — General Isaac Brown, of Pinckney, commanding 
11th and 42d RegimentB, in Livingston county. 

Edward Bishop, Brigade Inspector. 

Samuel M. Fairfield, ^ Paymaster. 

George Reeves, " Quarter Master. 

James W. Stansbury, ,.. *• Judge Advocate. 

Trumau G. Rose, *^ Aid-de-Camp. 

Seventh Brigade. — Gen. Harleigh Carter, of Macomb, commanding 
14th and 16th Regiments, in the counties of Macomb and Mackinaw. 

Vacant^ Brigade Inspector. 

" *• Paymaster. 

" " Quarter Master. 

'* Judge Advocate. 
Aid- de- Gamp. 

le. — ^Brigadier General Benjamaa C. Coz, commanding 
16th and 44th Regimenta, in the county ofSt Clair. 

Vacant, Bi^gada Inspector. 

" • Paymaster. 

• ■ Qoarter Marter. 

■ • • Jvdge Advocate. 

• • AJd-de-Camp. 
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JKnth Brigade. — Gtonenl In R. Grotvenor, of Monroe, oommanding 
If thy ISth and 37th Regimentfly in the county of Monroe. 

Nathan N. Randal], Brigade Inspector. 

Charles W. Noble, « Paymaster. 

Charles L Wood, *" Quarter Master. 

Franklin Johnson, *^ Judge Advocate. 

John EL Richardson, '' Aid-de-Camp. 

Tniih Brigade, — ^General Daniel D. ffindair, of Adrian, oommaod- 
ing 19th and 20th Regiments^ in Lenawee county. 

William H.Smith, Brigade Inspector. 

James S. Eangsland, ^ Paymaster. 

Joseph S. Cooper, *^ Quarter Master. 

Ariel C. Harris, " Judge Advocate. 

Charles M. CrosweU, ^ Aid-de-Camp. 

Ehverdh Brigade, — General Qtwtfgb C. Munro, of Jonesvillei com- 
manding 2l8t and 22d Regiments, in Branch and Hillsdale counties. 

E benezer 0. Groevenor, Brigade Inspector. 

Witter J. Baxter, ** Paymaster. 

Henry H. Sherman, <* Quarter Master. 

Edward H. 0. Wilson, « Judge Advocate. 

John G. Parkhurst, ** Aid-de-Camp. 

Twelfth Brigade, — General Andrew L. Hays^ Marehall, command- 
ii^ 23d and 28th Regiments, in Calhoun county. 

Levi Scott, Bi^;ade Inspector. 

George S. Wright, « Paymaster. 

John Starkweather, **> Quarter Master. 

Vacant, ** Judge Advocate. 

** *' Aid-de-Camp. 

Thirteenth Brigade, — General James M. Spencer, of Dowagisc^ com- 
manding 25th and 26th Regiments, in the counties of Cass and St 
Joeeph. 

Vacant, Brigade Inspector. 

" " Paymaster. 

^ '^ Quarter Master. 

" " Judge Advocate. 

" " Aid-de-Camp. 
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F(HirU&fUh Brigade. — Compriniig 27th aod 2801 Regiments, m the 
oountj of Berrien. Brigftdi^ General Tacnit 

Vacant^ Brigade Inspector. 

" 1 ** Pajmaster. 

« " Quarter Master. 

** - •* Jndge Advoeate. 

** u " Aid-de-Camp. 

F^iteenth Brigade. — Brigadier General Fiederick W. Curteniius 
Kalamazoo, commanding 29ih and 30th Regiments, in the oountjr of 
Kalamazoo. 

Benjamin F. Orcutt, Brigade Inspector. 

8. Elbridge Walbridge, « Paymaster. 

Charles 0. Curtenins, << Quarter Master. 

DwightMay, " Judge Advocate. 

George H. Gale, " Aid-de-Camp. 

StxteerUk Brigade. — Brigadier General William A. Richmond, of 
Grand Rapids, commanding 3 1st and 32d Regiments, counties of Kent 
and Ionia. 

Vacant, Brigade Inspector. 

" « Paymaster. 

" " Quarter Master. 

" ** Judge Advocate. 

" « Aidde-Camp. 

Seventeenth Brigade.— Bnga/^er General Heber Cowden, of Grasi 
Lake, commanding 24th and d3d Regiments, in Jackson county. 

VacMt...: Brigade Inspector. 

" " Paymaster. 

** ** Quarter Master. 

" " Judge Advocate. 

" " Aid-de-Camp. 

Eighteenth Brigade. — General B. M. Bolton, of Jackson, command- 
ing 86ih and 41st Regiments. 

Vacant, Brigade Inspector. 

** " Paymaster. 

** ^ Quarter Master. 

" , " Judge Advocate. 

** ** Aid-de-Camp. 
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NineteefUh J^r^acf^.— General Alvin Nelson Hart, of Lapeer, oom- 
numding lltb, 4Sd and 46th Regiments, in the county of Lapeer. 

Vacant, Brigade Inspector. 

" « Paymaster. 

*« ** Quarter Master. 

" ** Judge Advocate. 

« " Aid-de-Camp. 

TiunH0A Brigade, — General John Montgomery, of Eaton oounty,. 
eommanding 46th and 48th Regiments. 

Vacant, Brigade Inspector. 

" " Paymaster. 

** ** Quarter Master. 

" Judge Advocate. 

** Aid-de-Camp. 

Twenty-first Brigade, — ^Brigadier General R. R. Thompson, of Co- 
nmna, cSbmmanding 43d and 47th Regiments, in the counties of Clinton 
and Shiawassee. 

Vacant, Brigade Inspector. 

" " Paymaster. 

** ** ^Quarter Master*. 

- ** Judge Advocate. 

" Aid-de-Camp* 
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Qtnsral JRoiter of Independent Companies and^eir Oonnmii9umed 

Officers. 

800TT GUABD8, OT DSTBOIT. 

Frederick Rheule, CaptaiD. 

J. Weber,i. : Ist Lieutenaat 

Charles Caspery, 2d " 

Frederick Scbaerer, 8d « 

OITT aUABDS, DSTBOIT. 

John Winterhalter, ^...Captain. 

John Snyder, let laeutenant. 

M. Marti^ 2d « 

ELWeber, 8d « 

ITATIOVAL BaiOOOir anABDB, DBTBOIT. 

J. R Whitini^ Captain. 

William Hudaon, Ist Lieutenant. 

L. Coster, 2d « 

TAOSB GUABDB, DKTBOIT. 

A. Lingeman,. Captain. 

A. Watman, i .Ist Lieutenant 

P.Gies, 2d « 

ILFuchs, .3d « 

SHDELDS' GUABD, DBTBOIT. 

Daniel Murray, Captain. 

Edward MoUoy, Ist Lieutenant 

William Monagban, 2d 

Patrick Shaughnessy, ....8d 



u 



DBTROIT LIGHT GUARDS. 

Alpheus S. Williams, Captain. 

William D. Wilkins, 1st Lieutenant 

James E. Pittman, lst&2d« 

John Robertson, 2d&2d** 

Edward Trowbridge^ 3d 
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ROCHESTER GUARD, OAKLAND. 

Thomas W. Harris, Captain. 

John v. LambertfiOD, Ist Lieutenant 

Byron Hansford, 2d « »«^ 

Trumbull D.Griffin,-... 3d « 

GRAKD RAPIDS ARTILLERY COVPAVT. 

V 

Lucius Patterson, Captain. 

Baker Borden, Ist Lieutenant 

William K. Wheeler, 2d « ^«** 

Alfred B. Turner 3d " 

Attached to Captain Patterson's company is the '^ Light Detachment,'' 
commanded by ' nxsM^l, 

Stephen G. Champlain, Captain. 

James Bigelow, Ist Lieutenant 

Edward H. Lockwood, Ist 2d ^ "♦»« 

Tobias B. Berst,.. 2d 2d ** 

Pliny P. Roberto 8d « 

» 

JACKSON ARTILLERY, JACKSON. 

Amos Picket, Captain. 

E^uben S. Cheeney, Ist Lieutenant 

Wm.E. Munday, 2d « "»^ 

Isaac Sharpsteen, 3d f-- 

. liONROB LIGHT INFANTRY, JONSSVILLH. 

Charles C. Flint, i Captain. 

Frederick M. Halloway, ^ Ist Lieutenant. 

Moses A. Frank, 2d « '^•*- 

Robert Mann, 3d " 

VALLEY CITY GUARDS, GRAND RAPIDS. 

Daniel M. Connell, Captain. 

Fred. W. Worden, Ist Lieutenant 

Robert M. Collins, ....2d « ^^ 

Milton S. LitUefield, 3d ** 

HILLSDALE ARTILLERY, HILLSDALE. 

Elias D. Cone, Captain. 

3 
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Heniy T. Famham, let Lieutenant. 

Franklin French, 2d 

C. J. Dickenson, 3d 



u 
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CHARLOTTE LIGHT INFANTRY COMPANY, EATON COUNTY. 

John H. RufiseU, Captain. 

Peter Kauffinan, Ist Lieutenant. 

J, J.'Allen, 2d « 

Michael McCormie,. 3d 
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REPORT OF THE QUARTER-MASTER GENERAL. 



State Armory, M. M., } 

Q. M. OeneraVs Office, Detroit^ Dec, 1, 1856. ) 

To His Excellency Kinsley S. Bingham, Governor and Commander- 
in- Chief, 

Sir: — ^In compliance with the Act of Congress as well as with the 
prescribed law of this State, I have the honor herewith to transmit my 
annual Report as Quarter Master General, of the condition and adminis- 
tration of this Department confided to my care, and also respectfully 
beg to refer to the annexed statement of arms and accoutrements, the- 
property of the State, on hand. 

The policy adopted by me, for some years past, "to make as few and • 
small requisition for arms and accoutrements on the General Govern- 
ment on account of the annual quota due and coming to the State," in- 
order not only to have a large credit as due to the State, to be enabled 
to defray the necessary charges for the alterations of the now useless 
flint lock muskets, into muskets with percussion locks, but also to obtain 
more valuable and lately invented arms, such as Colt's revolving pistols,. 
Sharpens and Minie rifles, <&c., has been crowned with entire success, and 
I have the honor to report that I have jnst received from the Ordnance 
Department two hundred of said Colt's revolving pistols, for six chargea 
aach, and of the following description, to wit: One hundred revolving, 
holster pistols, and one hundred revolving belt pistols, with all the 
needful spare parts appertaining to the same, and amounting, according 
to Government invoice price, of^$24 each, to the sum of $4,800 ; and' 
if permitted to continue this economical course, the State will, in bat 
few years, have in its Armory a supply of these valuable arms, instead 
of the accumulation of common muskets, of which there is for the 
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loc^pr^sent (if those of the flint lock pattern be altered into percussion 

jjodb) a sufficient quantity en hand. 

onnio! ^11 o^<^6^ however, to carry out so desirable an object, I solicit per- 

liave^i^^o^ to reiterate the statement made in my former reports, *^that I 

GeaAft^^ entered into an agreement with the Otdnance Office, by which the 

the p'^Q^^A^ Government agree to alter and change all the flint lock muskets 

of 6^P property of the State on hand, into percussion lock ones, at the rate 

■ftk 9lt ^^i <^T^^ P^r lock, either at the Watervliet or the Alleghany arse- 

motri^^K .A^d charge the amount for such alterations towards our annual 

nmtKiP^^ P^^^^ ^^e State will forward and receive bach again these 

'^(j^f^mjuskets free of any freight charges for transportation to and from 

^]fffher of these arsenals to the General Government 
SMch H A^^I^ough this agreement is so highly advantageous to the State inaa- 
^mYQ {l^tich as no other disbursement but the expenses of transportation would 
iB^0t ^^y® to be incurred, yet I regret to be compelled to state, that this agree- 
Iie^islflpeDt could not) up to now, be carried out, on account of the Hon. the 
fi^i|r])|!iegi8lature never making the needful appropriation for even these small 
p^ffg^lieight disbursements, and therefore, the flint lock muskets remain as 

Id poi^ectly useless on hand in the Armory. 
iMviri ^^ addition I beg leave to say, that I have collected information by 
iito T^Pi^uiring at what price such alteration, to wit: to change flint locks 
MQ gi^nto. percussion locks, could be effected by private individuals, such as 
offtr <£un smiths and armorers, (&c., residents of this State, and the lowest 
wb«r«/pffor obtained was one dollar and fifly cents per musket or locks, in cash^ 
^Qf^f.ljrhereas the General Government are enabled and willing to do that 
of ea^f iwork for said 62^ cents per musket, and to be charged as stated instead 

I thof ciash payment 
^ilp w; I therefore once more venture to solicit an appropriation to carrjf 

I j^.mto effect the above agreement on the opening of navigation, 
lowioL' ^ regret to be compelled to call your Excellency's attention to the fol- 

«<Tj.lowiDg remarks made in my last report, page 10, to wit: 
(ion of ^ There is a continued desire in the interior of the State for the forma- 
■any ;tion of new Artillery Companies in preference to all other arms; and in 
uli^jti J^^J instances, changes from Infantry to Artillery organizations are 
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i^licited. 



m|« t^' s* As the value of artillery arms, of caQOons^ caissons, swords and 
spare parta, far exceed in value the equipment of any other arms, great 
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care is required to issue the same to but responsible companies, and that 
suflScient guarantee and bonds be given ; and I therefore solicit legisla- 
tive enactment and directions in what way such security is to be re- 
quired, and in what manner it is to be enforced in case of delinquency." 
During the past two years this mania for the forma*ion of artillery 
companies has increased to such a height that the splendid parks of ar- 
tery of three and twenty brass 6-pounder cannons and caissons, here- 
I tofore the pride of the State, are nearly all issued and now withdrawn 
from this frontier to the very interior and in some cases sparsely settled 
localities of the State ; and in some cases, not twenty miles from one 
so-called artillery company to another, without first having provided, as 
prescribed, the needful armory or proper gun shed. But these valuable 
arms are in very many instances not housed at all, and h sheltered, 
either in a dilapidated out-building or stable, liable to all the deteriora- 
tion by exposure and abuse. 

It will be for the interest of the State that a competent military officer 
eer be directed to view and examine the different beats of those so-called 
artillery companies, and in case (as it is known to be the fact) that some 
oF these companies lack the requisite number of members as prescribed by 
1a w to form a company, or are only in part if not wholly without the pre- 
scribed artillery uniform, nor have any proper or dry and safe place to 
store so valuable an arm as a 6 -pound brass cannon, and spare parts of* 
the value of $2,000 each. This said officer shall be directed to report 
sucli delinquent company to the Adjutant General for immediate dis- 
band ment, and the members of such disbanded companies be compelled 
to return without delay in good order and condition to the State Armo- 
ry, (free of charges of transportation or of any outlay to the State what- 
8oever,3 s^^^ piece of ordnance and other arms heretofore issued. 

If such a course is not adopted, the ungainly sight of seeing a brass 
6-pouiider unsheltered and unhoused, standing during all season along 
some railroad or other exposed station, as a recent case reported to me 
of a gurk at Ann Arbor, which for months stood at that station, nobody 
knowing to what company it belonged, nor whose duty it was to see 
the same properly housed and taken care of, will repeatedly occur. 

The sale by the State to the city of Detroit of the building occupied 
8s the State Armory, will make it necessary that another locality for the 
occapatioo of this office and store rooms, sheds, &c., be provided 



